The maximal rate of fall in the right ventricular pressure (negative dp/dt) was evaluated in 34 patients. In view of the role of the negative dp/dt correlated with right ventricular maximal positive dp/dt (r =
0.72).
Right ventricular maximal negative dp/dt in patients who were not in right ventric- Maximal negative dp/dt and maximal positive dp/dt values of dp/dt and negative dp/dt were obtained by curve- EFFECT OF CHRONIC PRESSURE OVERLOAD 13 ventricular maximal negative dp/dt correlated linearly with maximal positive dp/dt (r = 0.72).
DIscussIoN
In the evaluation of the characteristics of iso- The observed dependence on load of the maximal right entricu1 r ncg ti c cipfc1 w comparable to the behavior of left ventricular maximal negative dp/dt.8
Similarly, a correlation in the left ventricle of maximal negative dp/dt with left ventricular maximal positive dp/dt has also been observed, just as we observed a correlation in the right ventricle of maximal negative dp/dt with right ventricular maximal positive dp/dt;13 however, in regard to the presence of right ventricular failure, maximal right ventricular negative dp/dt behaved in a strikingly different fashion from left ventricular negative dp/dt in patients with left ventricular failure.4 In patients with left ventricular failure, left ventricular maximal negative dp/dt was lower than in patients with normal left ventricular performance;4 whereas in patients with right ventricular failure, the maximal right ventricular negative dp/ dt exceeded values in control subjects. shock.3#{176} In a study of patients with cor pulmonale, a higher negative dp/dt was illustrated in one patient, but no further information about negative dp/dt was given.se
The correlation observed in this study between right ventricular maximal dp/dt and maximal negative dp/ dt suggests a dependence of negative dp/ dt upon factors which affect isovolumic dp/dt. 
